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AQUARIUS DIVE SHOP - GUIDED TOURS
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)

1. If I sign up for a guided tour, will I be going on shore dives or boat dives?


Our guided tours are shore dives.  If you’re interested in a boat diving charter, please see our 

Boat Diving web page for more information.  

2. Where will I go for the guided tour?  Are there many different dive sites? 


There are many different dive sites along Monterey Bay and in Carmel.  All of them are less 

than a 15 minute drive from our dive shop.   The divemaster leading the tour will typically 

decide, on the day of the dive, the best place for the dives.  The divemaster will factor in the 

weather and the interests and experience level of the divers in the group to make this decision.

3. What will I see on the tour?


There is a lot of varied marine life in Monterey and Carmel and so I won’t be able to list all the 

possible things you might see here.   You will typically be diving in a kelp forest and will see 

rockfish, crabs, starfish, anemones, etc.  You may have a playful 
encounter with a harbor seal.  

You may see sea lions, otters and cormorants.  Small sharks (like
leopard sharks) and bat rays 

are often seen as well.  

4. Who leads the guided tour? 


The guided tour is led by a person who is either a certified and insured Divemaster or a certified 

and insured Instructor.   All of our Divemasters and Instructors have been diving in 


Monterey/Carmel for quite a while and know the dive sites well. 

5. How long does it take to do a 2 dive guided tour?  


The time will vary depending on how many people are in the group, the dive site that is chosen 

and the length of the surface interval between the 2 dives.  Typically, it takes between 4 and 6 

hours between the time that you leave the dive shop, complete 2 dives, and return to the dive 

shop.  Dive conditions are typically best in the morning (less wind), so a tour that leaves the 

dive shop around 9:30 AM is typically back between 2 and 3 PM.
6. What will I do for lunch? 


Some of the dive sites are near snack bars/restaurants and some are not.  So, it’s a good idea to 

bring your own water/liquids and snacks/lunch.  

7. How cold is the water?  


The water temperature is between 46 degrees F (about 8 degrees C) and 59 degrees F (15 


degrees C) all year round.  To here, you need warm gear (thick wet suits or dry suits) and our 

rental gear includes 2 piece 6.5mm wetsuits, hood and gloves.  
8. What if the weather is bad?  


A little rain or fog is not typically a reason to cancel a guided tour.  It is possible, especially in 

the winter months, for a storm to move through the area leaving the seas too rough for diving.   

We will try to contact you the day before your dive if we think this will be the case, or you can 

contact us to check conditions.  
9. Should I bring my own gear or can I rent from you?  


If you have your own gear, by all means, bring it with you.  We have a full rental department 

and can rent you a full set of gear, or only the items you may not have.  A full set of dive 


equipment costs $75 per day to rent.  If you only need tanks and weights, the charge will be $30 

for the day. 

10. Where will we meet?  How will we get to the dive site?  What about parking at the dive site?  


You will meet your Divemaster here in the dive store.  If you are the only person 
going on the 

tour, then you and the Divemaster may decide to go in one car together.  
Otherwise, you can 

follow the Divemaster to the dive site.  All the dive sites are less than 15 minutes away by car.  

For many of the dive sites, you will need to pay for parking.  Pt. Lobos State Park and the 

Monterey metered parking costs $10 for the day.

11. Do I have to be a certified diver?



Yes, you must be a certified diver in order to participate in our guided tours.  
12. How/when can I make a reservation for a guided tour?    


You can contact us via e-mail or by phone to make a reservation for a guided tour.  The best 

time to do this is 1-2 weeks before the day you want to go diving.  We will ask you to provide 



us this information:  the number of people in your group, your/their certification level, 


your/their diving experience, how long it’s been since your last dive, will you need rental 


equipment, and your contact information.  

12.  How long does it take to confirm my reservation?


It may take us a few days between the time when you request a guided tour, and the time when 

we confirm your reservation.  After we take your request, we contact our Divemasters to see 

who is available on the day requested.  Once we have a Divemaster assigned, we will call you to 

confirm your reservation and we will ask for your credit card information to confirm your 

reservation.  We will not charge your credit card until the day of your dive.  

13.  What if I need to cancel my reservation?  


There will be no charge for your guided tour if you cancel 24 hours (or more) before the date of 

your guided tour.  However, if you don’t show up, we must still pay the Divemaster who did 

show up, so we will charge you for 1 dive if you make a reservation and then fail to show up on 

the day of your dive.  

Still have questions?  

Feel free to send us some e-mail:  aquariusds@sbcglobal.net or call us:  831-375-1933.
